
Table 34A: Seatbelt Use, 2015

Seat belt use is the most effective way to save lives and reduce

injuries in crashes.
27  

The estimate of adults who indicated they

always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car or always or

nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car is

shown in Table 34.

●    In 2015, 79 percent of Pennsylvania adults reported they All adults 79 78-81 89 87-90

      always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car and 89 Gender

      percent of Pennsylvania adults reported they always or   Male 74 71-76 84 82-86

      nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car.   Female 84 82-86 93 92-94

Age

●    Pennsylvania men (74 percent) who always use seatbelts   18-29 71 66-76 86 83-89

      when driving or riding in a car had a significantly lower   30-44 79 75-82 88 85-91

      percentage than Pennsylvania women (84 percent) who   45-64 80 77-82 88 86-90

      always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car.   65+ 85 82-87 91 89-93

Education

●    Pennsylvania men (84 percent) who always or nearly always   <High school 68 60-75 83 77-87

      use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car had a   High school 75 72-77 85 82-87

      significantly lower percentage than Pennsylvania women   Some college 79 76-82 89 87-91

      (93 percent) who always or nearly always use seatbelts when   College degree 90 88-91 96 95-97

      driving or riding in a car. Household income

  <$15,000 71 64-76 77 71-82

●    The percentage of Pennsylvania adults who always use   $15,000 to $24,999 74 69-78 84 80-87

      seatbelts when driving or riding in a car increased as age and   $25,000 to $49,999 79 75-82 86 83-89

      education levels increased.   $50,000 to $74,999 78 74-82 90 86-92

  $75,000+ 83 80-86 93 91-95

●    The overall number of Pennsylvania adults per 1,000 Race

      Pennsylvania population who always use seatbelts when   White, non-Hispanic 80 78-82 89 88-91

      driving or riding in a car increased in 2015 compared to   Black, non-Hispanic 75 69-80 84 79-88

      previous years.   Hispanic 77 66-85 86 77-92

*Excludes missing, don't know and refused
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Figure 34: Always Use a Seatbelt Prevalence per 1,000 Pennsylvania Population, 
Pennsylvania Adults, 2011-2015
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Gender

   ●  Female respondents were 2.2 times more likely to report they 

 always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were 

 male respondents.

Age Gender

   ●  Respondents age 45-64 were 1.5 times more likely to report they Female vs. male 2.2 1.9 - 2.6

 always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were Age

 respondents age 18-29. 45-64 vs. 18-29 1.5 1.2 - 1.9

   ●  Respondents age 65 and older were 2.2 times more likely to 65+ vs. 18-29 2.2 1.8 - 2.8

 report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car Education

 than were respondents age 18-29. Some college vs. < high school 1.6 1.2 - 2.2

College degree vs. < high school 3.4 2.5 - 4.6

Education College degree vs. high school 2.5 2.1 - 3.0

   ●  Respondents with some college education were 1.6 times more College degree vs. some college 2.1 1.7 - 2.5

 likely to report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in Household income

 a car than were respondents with less than a high school education. $75,000+ vs. < $15,000 2.6 1.9 - 3.4

   ●  Respondents with a college degree were: $75,000+ vs. $15,000 to $24,999 2.0 1.6 - 2.5

     ○  3.4 times more likely to report they always use seatbelts when 

         driving or riding in a car than were respondents with less than a high school education;

     ○  2.5 times more likely to report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a high school 

         education; and

     ○  2.1 times more likely to report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with some college 

         education.

Household Income
   ●  Respondents with a household income of $75,000 or more were:

     ○  2.6 times more likely to report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a household 

         income of less than $15,000; and

     ○  2.0 times more likely to report they always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a household 

         income of $15,000 to $24,999.

Always Use Seatbelts When Driving or Riding in a Car
Magnitude of Significant Differences – 2015

Significantly different 

demographics

Odds 

ratio CI

Table 34B:  Magnitude of Significantly Different 

Demographics by Always Use Seatbelts When Driving 

or Riding in a Car, 2015
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Gender

   ●  Female respondents were 2.6 times more likely to report they 

 always or nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a 

 car than were male respondents.

Education Gender

   ●  Respondents with a college degree were: Female vs. male 2.6 2.2 - 3.2

     ○  5.1 times more likely to report they always or nearly always Education

         use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were College degree vs. < high school 5.1 3.6 - 7.3

         respondents with less than a high school education; College degree vs. high school 3.4 2.6 - 4.3

     ○  3.4 times more likely to report they always or nearly always College degree vs. some college 2.4 1.8 - 3.2

         use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were Household income

         respondents with a high school education; and $25,000 to $49,999 vs. < $15,000 2.2 1.6 - 2.9

     ○  2.4 times more likely to report they always or nearly always $50,000 to $74,999 vs. < $15,000 2.8 2.0 - 4.0

         use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were  $75,000+ vs. < $15,000 4.8 3.4 - 6.7

         respondents with some college education. $75,000+ vs. $15,000 to $24,999 3.2 2.3 - 4.3

$75,000+ vs. $25,000 to $49,999 2.2 1.6 - 3.0

Household Income
   ●  Respondents with a household income of $25,000 to $49,999 were 2.2 times more likely to report they always or nearly always use 

 seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a household income of less than $15,000.

   ●  Respondents with a household income of $50,000 to $74,999 were 2.8 times more likely to report they always or nearly always use 

 seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a household income of less than $15,000.

   ●  Respondents with a household income of $75,000 or more were:

     ○  4.8 times more likely to report they always or nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with 

         a household income of less than $15,000;

     ○  3.2 times more likely to report they always or nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with 

         a household income of $15,000 to $24,999; and

     ○  2.2 times more likely to report they always or nearly always use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with 

         a household income of $25,000 to $49,999.

Magnitude of Significant Differences – 2015

Table 34C:  Magnitude of Significantly Different 

Demographics by Always or Nearly Always Use 

Seatbelts When Driving or Riding in a Car, 2015
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demographics

Odds 

ratio CI

Always or Nearly Always Use Seatbelts When Driving or Riding in a Car
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Table 25A: Seatbelt Use (continued), 2015

Seat belts have saved an estimated 318,000 lives between 1975 and 2013.
28

The estimate of adults who indicated they seldom or never use seatbelts when

driving or riding in a car is shown in Table 35.

●    In 2015, 6 percent of Pennsylvania adults indicated they seldom or never

      use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car. All adults 6 5-6

Gender

●    Pennsylvania women (3 percent) had a significantly lower percentage than   Male 8 7-10

      Pennsylvania men (8 percent).   Female 3 2-4

Age

●    Pennsylvania adults with a college degree (2 percent) had a significantly   18-29 6 4-9

      lower percentage than Pennsylvania adults with less than a high school   30-44 6 4-8

      education (8 percent) and adults with a high school education (8 percent).   45-64 6 5-8

  65+ 4 3-6

●    Pennsylvania adults with a household income of $75,000 or more Education

      (3 percent) had a significantly lower percentage than Pennsylvania adults   <High school 8 4-13

      with a household income of less than $15,000 (10 percent).   High school 8 7-10

  Some college 4 3-6

●    The percentage of Pennsylvania adults who seldom or never use seatbelts   College degree 2 2-3

      when driving or riding in a car did not significantly differ by age or race. Household income

  <$15,000 10 7-14

●    The overall number of Pennsylvania adults per 1,000 Pennsylvania   $15,000 to $24,999 7 5-10

      population who seldom or never use seatbelts when driving or riding in a   $25,000 to $49,999 7 5-10

      car decreased in 2015 compared to previous years.   $50,000 to $74,999 5 3-8

  $75,000+ 3 2-5

Race

  White, non-Hispanic 5 4-6

  Black, non-Hispanic 7 4-10

  Hispanic 8 3-17

*Excludes missing, don't know and refused

Demographics % CI

Seatbelt Use (continued)

Seatbelt Use

Seldom or Never Use
Seatbelts When Driving

or Riding in a Car*

67

59

65

60

56

50

55

60

65

70

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Figure 35: Seldom or Never Use Seatbelt Prevalence per 1,000 Pennsylvania Population, 
Pennsylvania Adults, 2011-2015
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Gender
   ●  Male respondents were 2.5 times more likely to report they seldom 

 or never use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were 

 female respondents.

Education Gender

   ●  Respondents with less than a high school education were 3.4 times Male vs. female 2.5 1.9 - 3.3

 more likely to report they seldom or never use seatbelts when Education

 driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a college < High school vs. college degree 3.4 2.1 - 5.8

 degree. High school vs. some college 1.7 1.3 - 2.4

   ●  Respondents with a high school education were: High school vs. college degree 3.3 2.4 - 4.7

     ○  1.7 times more likely to report they seldom or never use Household income

         seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were < $15,000 vs. $75,000+ 4.2 2.7 - 6.7

         respondents with some college education; and

     ○  3.3 times more likely to report they seldom or never use seatbelts when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a 

         college degree.

Household Income
   ●  Respondents with a household income of less than $15,000 were 4.2 times more likely to report they seldom or never use seatbelts 

 when driving or riding in a car than were respondents with a household income of $75,000 or more.

Seldom or Never Use Seatbelts When Driving or Riding in a Car
Magnitude of Significant Differences – 2015

Table 35B:  Magnitude of Significantly Different 

Demographics by Seldom or Never Use Seatbelts 

When Driving or Riding in a Car, 2015
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