
Table 21A: Vision Problem, 2015

Vision loss means that a person's eyesight is not corrected to a "normal" level.

Vision loss can be caused by damage to the eye itself, by the eye being shaped

incorrectly or even by a problem in the brain.
16

  The estimate of adults who

indicated they were ever blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even when

wearing glasses, is shown in Table 21.

All adults 3 3-4

●    In 2015, 3 percent of Pennsylvania adults indicated that they were blind or Gender

      have serious difficulty seeing, even when wearing glasses.   Male 2 2-3

  Female 4 3-5

●    Pennsylvania adults age 18-29 (1 percent) had a significantly lower Age

      percentage than Pennsylvania adults age 45-64 (3 percent) and adults age   18-29 1 0-2

      65 and older (5 percent).   30-44 3 2-4

  45-64 3 3-4

●    Pennsylvania adults with a high school education (3 percent), adults with   65+ 5 4-7

      some college education (3 percent) and adults with a college degree Education

      (1 percent) had a significantly lower percentage than Pennsylvania adults   <High school 7 5-11

      with less than a high school education (7 percent).   High school 3 2-4

  Some college 3 2-4

●    Pennsylvania white, non-Hispanic adults (3 percent) had a significantly   College degree 1 1-2

      lower percentage than Pennsylvania black, non-Hispanic adults (6 percent). Household income

  <$15,000 10 7-14

●    Pennsylvania adults with a household income of $50,000 to $74,999   $15,000 to $24,999 6 4-8

      (0 percent) and adults with a household income of $75,000 or more   $25,000 to $49,999 4 3-5

      (1 percent) had a significantly lower percentage than Pennsylvania adults   $50,000 to $74,999 0 0-1

      with a household income of less than $15,000 (10 percent), adults with a   $75,000+ 1 0-1

      household income of $15,000 to $24,999 (6 percent) and adults with a Race

      household income of $25,000 to $49,999 (4 percent).   White, non-Hispanic 3 2-3

  Black, non-Hispanic 6 4-9

●    The percentage of Pennsylvania adults did not significantly differ by gender.   Hispanic 2 1-7

*Excludes missing, don't know and refused

●    The overall number of Pennsylvania adults per 1,000 Pennsylvania

      population decreased in 2015 compared to previous years.
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Figure 21: Vision Problem Prevalence per 1,000 Pennsylvania Population, 
Pennsylvania Adults, 2013-2015
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Age

●  Respondents age 45-64 were 3.6 times more likely to report they 

 were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, 

 than were respondents age 18-29.

●  Respondents age 65 and older were 4.2 times more likely to 

 report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even Age

 with glasses, than were respondents age 18-29. 45-64 vs. 18-29 3.6 1.7 - 7.8

65+ vs. 18-29 4.2 1.9 - 9.2

Education Education

●  Respondents with less than a high school education were: < High school vs. high school 2.5 1.6 - 3.9

     ○  2.5 times more likely to report they were blind or have < High school vs. some college 2.4 1.5 - 3.9

         serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were < High school vs. college degree 7.4 4.4 - 12.6

            respondents with a high school education; Household income

     ○  2.4 times more likely to report they were blind or have < $15,000 vs. $25,000 to $49,999 2.8 1.8 - 4.3

         serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were < $15,000 vs. $50,000 to $74,999 17.6 6.9 - 45.0

            respondents with some college education; and < $15,000 vs. $75,000+ 18.3 8.8 - 37.9

     ○  7.4 times more likely to report they were blind or have $15,000 to $24,999 vs. $50,000 to $74,999 11.4 4.5 - 28.7

         serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were $15,000 to $24,999 vs. $75,000+ 11.8 5.7 - 24.2

            respondents with a college degree. $25,000 to $49,999 vs. $50,000 to $74,999 6.3 2.5 - 16.0

$25,000 to $49,999 vs. $75,000+ 6.6 3.2 - 13.5

Household Income Race

●  Respondents with a household income of less than $15,000 Black, non-Hispanic vs. white, non-Hispanic 2.2 1.4 - 3.3

    were:

     ○  2.8 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $25,000 to $49,999;

     ○  17.6 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $50,000 to $74,999; and

     ○  18.3 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $75,000 or more.

●  Respondents with a household income of $15,000 to $24,999 were:

     ○  11.4 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $50,000 to $74,999; and

     ○  11.8 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $75,000 or more.

●  Respondents with a household income of $25,000 to $49,999 were:

     ○  6.3 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $50,000 to $74,999; and

     ○  6.6 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with glasses, than were respondents with a 

         household income of $75,000 or more.

Race/ethnicity
    ●  Black, non-Hispanic respondents were 2.2 times more likely to report they were blind or have serious difficulty seeing, even with 

        glasses, than were white, non-Hispanic respondents.

Table 21B:  Magnitude of Significantly Different 

Demographics by Blind or Have Serious Difficulty 

Seeing, Even With Glasses, 2015

Significantly different demographics
Odds 

ratio CI

Blind or Have Serious Difficulty Seeing, Even With Glasses
Magnitude of Significant Differences – 2015
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