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Introduction 
 
 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Health, Division of Tobacco Control and Prevention, as an 

important part of its comprehensive tobacco control and prevention program, conducted the 

Pennsylvania Adult Tobacco Survey (PA ATS) during the spring of 2005. The goals of the survey 

were to collect data on adult tobacco use, including cigarettes, pipes, smokeless tobacco, and cigars; 

collect information about quitting behaviors; and, gather data on knowledge and attitudes about 

tobacco and second hand smoke. By conducting such surveillance, the department can evaluate it’s 

effectiveness at implementing and achieving it goals which are to: 

1. Prevent the initiation of tobacco use among young people 

2. Promote quitting among adults and young people 

3. Eliminate nonsmokers’ exposure to second hand smoke  

4. Identify and eliminate tobacco-related disparities 

The ATS was designed and developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) to help states evaluate their tobacco control programs, and to ensure comparability among 

states. The PA ATS was a point-in-time random-digit dialed telephone survey of adults in 

Pennsylvania, age 18 and over. A total of 2,919 adults were interviewed for this survey. The sample 

data were weighted to reflect unequal probabilities of selection. Post-stratification weights were 

computed to adjust for over and under-representation of certain population subgroups in the 

samples. Confidence intervals at the 95% level were also calculated using SAS/SUDAAN and are 

shown as percentages to provide a basis for quality analysis and comparability.  

The interviews were conducted by Health Science Education Center at the Clarion 

University of Pennsylvania. The Health Science Education Center previously provided a report with 

the details of the data collection, called Pennsylvania Adult Tobacco Survey, Pilot and Statewide 

Baseline Operations Summary, July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005. The questionnaire used was the ‘core 

questionnaire’ developed by CDC and is included in Appendix A. 
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