Youth Access to Tobacco

Legislation prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to minors is an important factor in reducing smoking
prevalence among adolescences in Pennsylvania. The annual Synar survey is designed to estimate the
percentage of Pennsylvania cigarette retailers who have violated the law by selling cigarettes to persons
under the age of 18.

Synar survey results from 1996 to 2012 displayed in the graph below have a steep downward trend from
1996 to 2004 and level out in subsequent years. In 2012, an estimated 9 percent (95%Cl=7 -12) of
Pennsylvania cigarette retailers sold cigarettes to minors.

More information about the Synar survey can be found on the Pennsylvania Department of Health site:

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&o0bjlD=1450913&mode=2

Figure 6-1. Annual Synar Violation Rate of Tobacco Sales to Minors,
Pennsylvania, 1996-2012
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Source: Pennsylvania Synar Survey 1996-2012, Pennsylvania Department of Health
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http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1450913&mode=2

The Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) 2010 shows that 28 percent of high school students bought their
cigarettes in a store such as a convenience store, supermarket, discount store, or gas station, 25 percent
gave money to another person to buy them, 24 percent borrowed or bummed them, 23 percent used
another method, such as obtaining them from a vending machine, from a family member, or some other

method.

Figure 6-2. How High School Students Obtained Their Cigarettes in the Past 30 Days
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Source: Pennsylvania Youth Tobacco Survey 2010, Pennsylvania Department of Health
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