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Suicides Among Older
Pennsylvanians

High Suicide Rates Occur Among
Persons Aged 65 And Older

Some of thehighest suicide
ratesof any agegroup occur
among personsaged 65yearsand
older. Inaddition, Pennsylvania
suicideratesamong older adults
werehighestforwhitemales, and
firearmswere, by far, the most
commonmethod of suicideused
by persons aged 65 years and
older.

Therisk factorsfor suicide
amongolder adults, comparedto
younger residents, includehigher
prevaenceof depression, greater
use of highly lethal methods,
moresocial isolation, fewer at-
tempts per completed suicide,
and higher male-to-femaleratio,
accordingtoareport released
by the United States Surgeon
Generd'soffice.

Death Rates:

Amongresidentsaged 65years
and older, thenumber of deaths
dueto suicidein2002was198.
Therateof 10.4 per 100,000for
residentsaged 65yearsandolder
wasdightly lowerthantherateof
11.7forresidentsaged 15t0 34
years. However, therateof 22.6
per 100,000 among malesinthe
65 and older age category was
higher thanthecomparablerate
of 19.8 for malesaged 15to 34

years. Theage-specificrateamong
adults aged 65-69 was 8.5 per

...suicide rates
among older adults
were highest for white
males, and firearms
were, by far, the most
common method...

100,000 population. Theratefor
those aged 70-74 was 10.4 per
100,000; for those aged 75-79
was 11.2; for those aged 80-84
the rate was 13.2; and among
persons aged 85 and older, the
ratewas9.2.

Raceand Sex:
There were 190 suicides for
whitesover theageof 64, com-
paredtoonly six suicidesamong
black residentsof the sameage
group. Malesaccounted for 85
percent of suicidesamong per-
sonsaged 65yearsand older.
Of themal esuicidesin2002,
161 or 81 percent were among
whiteresidents. In 2002, there
were no suicides among black
femal esinthe 65+ agegroup.

Marital Status:
Only adightly higher percentage
of suicidesfor personsaged 65

Go to Page 6 or click here...

Melanoma Skin Cancer
Statistics for PA and U.S.

PA Incidence Lower Than U.S But
Increasing; No Change in Mortality

ncidenceratesfor melanoma
skin cancer increased dra-
matically inboth Pennsylvania
andtheUnited Statesduringthe
twelve-year period of 1990 to
2001. Incidence and mortality
ratesfor thisdisease are much
higher formaesthanforfemales.
However, morecasesarebeing
diagnosedat earlier stagesof the
disease. Deathratesfor malig-
nant melanomaof the skin are
similarfor Pennsylvaniaandthe
United States and have not
changed muchover theyears.
Therearetwomajor types
of skincancer, malignant mela-
nomaand non-melanoma. Basal
cell and squamouscell carcino-
masareusually classifiedasthe
non-melanomatype. Although
melanomaislesscommon, itis
moredangerousthannon-mela-
nomaskin cancer becausemela-
noma is much more likely to
metastasize. Survival ratesare
poor oncemelanomahasspread
to distant parts of the body.
Fortunately, melanomacancers,
likebasal cell and squamouscell
skincancers, areusually curable
if discoveredduringearly (insitu
orlocal) stagesof thedisease. In
2001, approximately 90 percent
of staged melanoma cancers

Goto Page 4 or click here...

Although
Pennsylvania's
incidence rates were
lower than comparable
United States rates,
they increased
more rapidly than
United States rates.
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Cancer Facts and Figures Pennsylvania 2004

Report Updated on Web Ste with Projections for 2004

C ancer Factsand Figures
Pennsylvania2004isnow

availableontheHealth Statistics
web pages of the Pennsylvania
Department of Health’ swebsite
atwww.health.state.pa.ug/stats
(select Cancer I ncidenceand
Mortality). Thisisthe eighth
annua publicationtopresent pro-
jected cancer incidenceandmor-
tality statisticsfor theCommon-
wealthand counties.

Cancer Factsand Figures
contains2004 proj ected cancer
casesand cancer deathsby pri-
mary siteand sex aswell as2004
projected cancer casesand cancer
deaths by county of residence.
Trendsonage-adjustedincidence
andmortality ratesdatingback to
1991 aregraphically displayed
anddiscussedfor all cancersand
thetopfour cancer sites(female
breast, lung, prostate, and color/
rectum).

Thepercent of cancer cases
by stage of diseaseat diagnosis

for 1991 and 2001 arecompared
fordl cancersby sexandrace. A
sectiononsdlectedbehaviora risk
factorsby raceisbased on data
fromthe PennsylvaniaBRFSS
sample survey of adults con-
ductedin2003.

Alsoincluded in this new
report arethe American Cancer
Society'sguidelinesfor early de-
tection of cancer inasymptom-
atic peopleand information on
theCancer Control Programini-
tiativeswithintheDepartment of
Hesalth. Another section of this
report comparesPennsylvanid s
age-adjustedincidenceand mor-
tality rate trends to the United
States.

Accordingtothis2004re-
port, thenumber of invasivecan-
cer cases among Pennsylvania
residentsisprojectedtoincrease
by 3.8 percent between 2001 and
2004 - from 72,645 to 75,375.
Almost 61 percent of thisin-
creeseisprojectedtooccuramong

...the number of
invasive cancer cases
among Pennsylvania
residents is projected
to increase by 3.8%...

four sites—femalebreast, pros-
tate, thyroid, and melanomaof
theskin.

Thenumber of maleinva-
sivecancer casesisexpected to
increese3.9 percent between 2001
and2004-from36,984t038,440.
Thenumber of femaleinvasive
cancer casesis expected to in-
crease 3.6 percent between 2001
and2004-from 35,660t036,935.

One of the biggest differ-
ences between these male and
femaleprojectionsfor 2004 oc-
curswithinvasivelung/bronchus
cancer. Males are expected to
havenearly thesamenumber of
lung/bronchus cancer casesin

2004 asthey didin2001(5,718)
whilefemal esareexpectedtohave
153 more such cancer casesin
2004 than in 2001 (when there
were4,467).

Projected cancer deaths
amongresidentsfor2004(29,830)
areexpectedtobedightly higher
thanthe2002 number (29,460).
Among mal eresidents, thepro-
jected number of cancer deaths
(14,785) islower thanthenum-
ber of deaths that occurred in
2002 (14,928). Female cancer
deathsin Pennsylvaniaarepro-
jectedtobe14,700in2004, com-
paredto14,532in2002.

Hard copiesof Cancer Facts
and FiguresPennsylvania2004
arealsoavailableuponrequest.
Please contact the Bureau of
Health Statisticsand Researchat
717-783-2548, viaane-mail link
onour web pagesor takeadvan-
tageof our OnlineFormfor Or-
deringPublications.

2004 Pocket Guide of PA/County Data Released

Convenient Brochure Unfolds to Reveal Over 5,000 Numbers and Rates

heBureauof HedthStatis-

ticsand Research hasre-
cently updated our annual bro-
churePocket Guideof Pennsyl-
vaniaand County Health Statis-
tics, 2004 Edition. Thisisthefifth
year thebrochurehashbeen pub-
lished.

Thissmall brochurecontains
over 5,000 numbers and rates.
The2004 edition containsvari-
ousdemographicdata(popul a
tion, income, unemployment,
etc.) and statistics on births,
deaths, diseaseincidence, cancer,
hospital's, nursing homes, drug

Such a variety of health
data allows the user to
easily compare many
different health status
and other indicators
among counties, and
between the state and
the rest of the country.

andalcohol treatment facilities,
behavioral health risk factors,
HMO enrollment, and personal
carehomesfor Pennsylvaniaand

al 67 counties. Inaddition, there
arecomparativefiguresfor Penn-
sylvaniaandtheUnited Stateson
selectedbirth, death, disease, can-
cer, abortion, and behavioral
healthrisk statistics.

Many of the statisticsthat
appear inthisbrochureal so ap-
pear in other Bureau statistical
reports, but havebeenassembled
together in thispublication for
quick reference. Suchavariety of
health data allows the user to
easily compare many different
hedlthstatusand otherindicators
among counties, andbetweenthe

stateandtherest of thecountry.
Thebrochureissmall whenfolded
andfitsconveniently intoashirt
pocket or purse.

ThePocket Guideof Penn-
sylvaniaand County Health Sta-
tisticsisonly availablein hard
copy format. If youwouldliketo
receive a copy of this updated
brochureorif youhaveany ques-
tions about the statistics con-
tained in this brochure, please
contacttheBureau of Hedlth Sta
tisticsand Researchat 717-783-
2548.
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Web Site Updates:

2003 Mortality Statistics

2004 County Health
Profiles:

The 2004 edition of County
Health Profileshasbeenaddedto
theHedth Statisticswebsite. To
accesstheseupdated county re-
ports, go towww.health.state.
pa.us/stats andsdectVital Sta-
tistics.

The 2004 County Health
Profilesareaset of 68individual
two-page pamphlets — one for
each of the state' s 67 counties
andonefor Pennsylvania. Each
two-page pamphlet is updated
annually and providesnumerous
health-related stati stics(demo-
graphicsincluding populationby
ageand sex, natality andreported
pregnancies, mortality, morbid-
ity includingreportablediseases
and cancer incidence, drugand
alcohol abusetreatment, hospi-
tals,andnursinghomes).

Family Health Satigtics
for Pennsylvaniaand
Counties

A statistical report useful for
tracking Healthy People 2010
objectivesrelated to maternal,
infant and child health has re-
cently been updated. Family
Health Satisticsfor Pennsylva-
niaand Counties2004 Reportcan
now be accessed on-line at
www.heelth.gate pa.ug/sats(se-
lect Vital Statistics).

This report shows state
trend dataand county-level sta-
tigtics(whenavailable) for many
of thefamily health-related na-
tional objectives in Healthy
People2010. Thelatest compa-
rableUnited Statesdataareal so
includedwhenavailable.

...(The Family Health)
report shows
state trend data and
county-level statistics...
for many of the
family health-related
national objectives in
Healthy People 2010.

Statisticsare provided for
eight of the 28 Focus Areasin
Healthy People2010. Thesear-
essinclude:

e AccesstoQuality Health
Sarvices

e FamilyPlanning

o HIV

¢ Immunizationand
InfectiousDiseases

e InjuryandViolence
Prevention

e Materna, Infantand
ChildHedlth

* Respiratory Diseases

« VisonandHearing

Hard copies of thisreport
arealsoavailableuponrequest.
Please contact the Bureau of
Health Statisticsand Researchat
717-783-2548, viaane-mail link
onthewebsiteor takeadvantage
of our OnlineFormfor Ordering
Publications.

2003Mortality
Statistics:

A large volume and variety of
datatableswith 2003 morality
statigtics, includinginformation
for all countiesand municipali-
tiesin Pennsylvania, havebeen

added to the Bureau of Health
Statistics and Research web
pages.

Toaccessthe2003data, go
towww.health.state. pa.us/stats
andclickonVital Statisticsand
thensdectBirthand Death Sta-
tistics1990-2003.

To access
the 2003 (mortality)
data go to
www.health.state.
pa.us/stats and click on
Vital Statistics and
then select
Birth and Death
Statistics 1990-2003.

Eachyear whenanew birth,
deathor cancer incidenceannual
datafileisfinalizedandreleased,
staff intheBureau of Health St
tisticsand Research create and
updatetensof thousandsof pages
of numerouscrosstabul ationsthat
areusedtorespondtothethou-
sandsof datarequestswereceive
everyyear.

These datatables are also
created in PDFfileformat (re-
quiresthefree software Adobe
Acrobat Reader) andareaddedto
theHealth Stati sticsweb pages
toprovideall datauserswithan
abundantvariety of healthstatis-
tics.

Y oucannow easily access
thelatest available single-year
(2001 for cancer incidence, 2002
for births and 2003 for deaths)
andfive-year (1997-2001for can-
cer incidence, 1998-2002 for
birthsand 1999-2003for deaths)
summary datatables.

Inmost cases, youwill find
exactly what youarelookingfor
since these data tables have
helped usanswer at |east 95 per-
centof al our requestsfor birth,
deathand cancer statisticsinthe
past.

Examplesof mortality data
availableat thisweb pageinclude
deathshy age, sex, raceand cause
for all countiesand municipali-
ties. Additional statisticsarealso
availableonspecificl CD codes,
month of disposition, and au-
topsy status. In addition, there
areseparatedatatablesoninfant
deathsand suicides.

Most datafilesareavailable
back t01990. Wedo havesome
limited datatablesavailableprior
to1990inelectronicformat.

...2003 (mortality) data
for all counties and
municipalities in
Pennsylvania, have
been added to the
Health Statistics
web pages...

Pleasecontact theBureauof
Health Statisticsand Researchat
717-783-2548 or viaan e-mail
link on our web pagesfor more
informationabout theavailabil -
ity of thesefiles. Wealso have
someadditional datatablesthat
arenotavailableonthewebsite.
Thesedatatablesarevery large
files, suchasdeathsby |CD code
by county, that arenot efficient
foraccessingonline.
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Continued from Page 1...

Melanoma Skin Cancer Statistics for PA and U.S.

amongresidentswerediagnhosed
at early stagesof thedisease.

In 2001,
approximately 90%
of staged
melanoma cancers
among residents
were diagnosed
at early stages...

Statisticsfor Pennsylvania
werebased on cancer abstracts
submitted to the Pennsylvania
Cancer Registry (PCR) anddesth
certificates issued by the
Department'sDivisionof Vital
Records. ThePCR doesnot col-
lect non-melanomaskincancers.
Therefore, thisarticlewill focus
only on melanomaof the skin.
Also, please keep in mind that
whiteshave much higher risks
comparedto populationgroups
withdarker skinpigmentation.

TheSurveillance, Epide-
miology, End Results(SEER)
programof theNational Cancer
Instituteannually reportsage-
adjusted cancer incidencerates
for selected areasto berepre-
sentative of theentire United
States population. Currently,
2001isthelatest year of cancer
incidencedataavailablefrom
SEER.

Although Pennsylvania' s
incidencerateswerelower than
comparableUnited Statesrates,
they increased morerapidly than
United Statesrates. Theresultis
a slight narrowing of the gap
between SEER and Pennsylva-
niaincidencerates. Higherinci-
denceratesmay betheresult of
improved reporting (e.g. non-
hospital sources), better detec-
tion, and publicawareness.

The SEER annual age-ad-

justedrate(13.8per 100,000) for
1990wasnearly 75percenthigher
thanthecorresponding Pennsyl-
vaniarate (7.9). By 2001, the
differencebetweentherateswas
down to 18 percent (18.7 vs.
15.8).

Basedon PCRdatain2001,
theage-adjustedincidencerate
forinvasvemedanomaof theskin
among Pennsylvaniaresidents
was15.8per 100,000—thehigh-
estraterecorded between 1990
and2001. Therewere2,133cases
of invasivemelanomain 2001,
upfrom1,002in1990. The2001
rate (15.8) wastwicethe 1990
rateof 7.9 per 100,000.

During the period of
1990 to 2001,
age-adjusted
incidence rates for
melanoma of the skin
were consistently
higher among males
than females in
Pennsylvania and in
the United States.

Duringtheperiod of 1990
t02001, age-adjustedincidence
ratesfor melanomaof theskin
werecons stently higher among
mal esthan femal esin Pennsyl-
vaniaand inthe United States.
Theratefor Pennsylvaniamales
wasnearly 38 percent higherthan
for females (19.0 vs. 13.8) in
2001. The United States male
ratewas48 percent higher than
thefemalerate(23.1vs. 15.6)in
2001.

SEER aso reports total
United Statescancer mortality
ratesbased on death certificate
data. Currently, 2001 isthelat-
estyear of cancer mortality data

availablefrom SEER. BothPenn-
sylvaniaand United Statesage-
adjusted annual mortality rates
for melanomaof the skin have
not changed much since 1990.
Throughout this period, there
werevery littledifferencesbe-
tween Pennsylvaniaand United
States mortality rates for this
disease. As of 2001, the age-
adjustedmortality ratefor mela-
noma of the skin was 2.7 per
100,000 for both Pennsylvania
andtheUnited States.

The Pennsylvania and
United States annual age-ad-
justed mortality ratesfor mela-
noma of the skin were higher
among malesthan females. In
2001, thePennsylvaniaratewas
3.6amongmaleresidentsand2.1
amongfemal eresidents. For the
United States, theratein 2001
was 3.9 among males and 1.7
amongfemales.

A comparison of the1991
and 2001 Pennsylvaniastaging
datafor melanoma of the skin
showsthatinsitudiagnoseshave
increaseddramatically whilelo-
cal and distant stage diagnoses
havedecreased. Among Penn-
sylvaniaresidents, the percent-
ageof ingtudiagnosesincreased
from 12.6 in 1991 to 29.1 in
2001. Local stagediagnosesde-
creasedfrom74.9percentin1991
to 61.2 percent in 2001. The

...the (2001)
age-adjusted
incidence rate for
melanoma of the skin
among PA residents
was 15.8 per 100,000 -
the highest rate
recorded between
1990 and 2001.

percentageof regional stagedi-
agnoseshasnot changed much
(6.8t07.1). Distant stagediag-
noses decreased from 5.8 per-
cent in 1991 to 2.7 percent in
2001. Similar trends occurred
among bothmalesandfemales.

Prevention of most mela-
nomaof the skin deathsispos-
siblethrough primary preven-
tion, suchasdecreased exposure
to sunlight or other ultraviolet
radiation sources, especially at
anearly age, andthrough screen-
ingsothat earlier diagnosescan
permit moreeffectivetreatment.
The American Cancer Society
recommendsroutineexamina-
tionsfor changesin skinappear-
ance. If an area of the skin ap-
pearsabnormal, suggestingthe
possibility of askincancer, addi-
tional medical examinationsand
tests should be conducted to
determineif melanomaskincan-
cerispresent.

Thedatatablesand charts
onthenext pagedisplay thelat-
est statisticsandtrendsfor mela-
nomaof theskincancerincidence
and mortality in Pennsylvania
andtheUnited States.

If you have any questions
regardingthestatisticsonmela-
noma of the skin presented in
thisarticleor arelookingfor any
other cancer incidenceor mortal-
ity data, pleasecontact theBu-
reau of Health Statistics and
Researchat 717-783-2548.

If youwouldliketoobtain
additiona cancer gatisticsonline,
pleasevisittheHealth Statistics
web pagesatwww.health.state.
pa.us/statsy. Inadditionto pub-
lishedreports, avariety of cancer
satisticsintheformof datatables,
charts, and maps can be pro-
duced using our interactiveweb
tool entitled EpiQMS.

]
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Melanoma of the Skin
Age-Adjusted Invasive Incidence Rates

Melanoma of the Skin
Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates

Pennsylvania Residents and SEER Data, 1990-2001 Pennsylvania Residents and United States, 1990-2002
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Age-Adjusted Invasive Incidence Rates by Sex Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates by Sex
All Cases Males Females All Deaths Males Females
Year PA SEER PA SEER PA SEER Year PA us PA us PA us
1990 7.9 13.8 10.4 16.6 6.3 11.8 1990 2.8 2.8 4.0 3.8 2.0 2.0
1991 7.7 14.6 9.6 17.6 6.5 12.5 1991 2.5 2.7 3.3 3.9 1.9 1.8
1992 8.2 14.8 10.6 18.3 6.5 12.2 1992 2.9 2.7 4.3 3.8 1.9 1.8
1993 7.7 14.5 10.4 18.0 5.8 12.0 1993 2.8 2.7 4.0 3.9 2.0 1.9
1994 8.8 15.6 11.6 19.7 6.9 12.6 1994 2.6 2.7 3.8 3.8 1.7 1.8
1995 9.5 16.3 12.2 20.2 7.6 13.6 1995 2.8 2.7 4.3 3.9 1.7 1.8
1996 10.9 17.1 13.8 21.4 8.8 14.0 1996 2.8 2.8 4.1 4.0 1.8 1.9
1997 12.2 17.5 16.3 21.5 9.3 14.7 1997 2.8 2.7 3.7 3.9 2.1 1.8
1998 12.2 17.7 15.4 22.0 10.0 14.7 1998 2.9 2.8 4.3 4.1 1.9 1.8
1999 12.9 17.9 16.9 22.4 10.0 14.7 1999 2.5 2.6 3.6 3.8 1.7 1.7
2000 13.8 18.3 17.7 23.0 11.2 15.0 2000 2.7 2.7 4.1 3.8 1.7 1.8
2001 15.8 18.7 19.0 23.1 13.8 15.6 2001 2.7 2.7 3.6 3.9 2.1 1.7
2002 2.7 N/A 3.7 N/A 2.0 N/A
NOTE: All age-adjusted rates that appear on this page are per 100,000
2000 United States standard million population. NA = not available
Melanoma of the Skin
Percent Distribution of Stage at Diagnosis
Pennsylvania Residents, 2001 and 1991
All Males Females
2001 2001 2001
1991 1991 1991
O n Situ O Local M Regional B Distant
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Suicides Among Older Pennsylvanians

yearsandolder occurredamong
residentswhowerenot married
(seeChart 3 below). However,
among ol der femaleswho com-
mitted suicidein 2002, 69 per-
centwereunmarried, compared
to48 percent for menaged 65+.

M ethod of Suicide:

In2002, thetopthreemethodsof
suicideamongresidentsaged 65
andolder werefirearms, suffoca-
tion, and poi soning, accounting
for 91 percent of all suicides.
AmongPennsylvanidsolderresi-

In addition to a
higher prevalence of
depression and
health problems,
older adults are often
more socially isolated.

most likely method to be used,
accountingfor 69 percent of all
suicidesamongresi dentsaged 65
yearsandolder. Suffocation (24)
was second at 12 percent; and,

Firearmswerethemost com-
mon method of suicidefor both
malesandfemales; however, the
percentage for males (74) was
much higher than that for fe-
males(38).

Risk Factors:

Risk factorsfor suicideamong
older adults differ from those
amongyounger persons. Inaddi-
tion to a higher prevalence of
depressionandhealth problems,
older adults are often more so-
cially isolated. Older residents

suicide. Also, they use highly
lethal methods of suicidemore
frequently thanyounger people.
(TheSurgeon General'sCall to
ActiontoPrevent Suicide DHHS,
1999).

If you have any questions
regardingthestatisticspresented
here, please contact usat 717-
783-2548. A variety of suicide
statistics in the form of tables,
charts,andmapscanbeproduced
using our interactive web tool
called EpiQMS. To access
EpiQMS, go to www.health.

dents, suicideby useof firearms poisoning (21) accountedfor an- aremorelikely tovisitahealth- datepaugsaty.
(136 suicides) was, by far, the other 11 percent. careprovider beforeattempting
Chart 1 Chart 2

Suicides Among Ages 65+, Percent by Sex/Race Group
Pennsylvania Residents, 2002

White Males
76.0%

Black Males
6.4%

White Females
16.7%

Black Females
0.9%

Suicides, Age-Specific Rates*
Pennsylvania Male Residents, 2002

40
29.6
30 1
22.3 22.6
19.8
20 A1
10 A
0
15-34 35-49 50-64 65+

* Rates are per 100,000

Chart 3
Suicides Among Ages 65 +, Percent by Marital Status
Pennsylvania Residents, 2002

Married
49.0%

Widowed
30.8%

Divorced
11.1%

Single
9.1%

Chart 4
Suicides Among Ages 65 +, Percent by Method
Pennsylvania Residents, 2002

Firearms
68.7%

Suffocation
12.1%

Poisoning
10.6%

All Others
8.6%
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Update: Healthy People 2010 Objectives

Focus Area 3 - Cancer

3-11b - Increase the proportion of women
aged 18+ who received a Pap test within

2010 Target: 90%

past three years.

All Females and Non-
Hispanic White Females:
Theannual percentagesof dl fe-
males and non-Hispanic white
femalesaged 18 and older who
had had aPaptestintheprevious
threeyearswerevery smilardur-
ingthefive-year period of 1998-
2002. These percentages dis-
playedvery littlechangeduring
thattimeperiod, from 83 percent
in1998t0 84-85percentin2002
(seedatatablebelow).

Non-HispanicBlacks:
The1998-2002 annual percent-
agesof non-Hispanic black fe-
malesaged 18and older whohad
had a Pap test in the previous
three years have been dightly
higher thanthefiguresfor non-
Hispanicwhitesduringthat five-
year period. Infact, the2001 and
2002 percentage(91and 89, re-
spectively) for non-Hispanic
black femaleswas nearly at or
justabovethenationa goal of 90
percent.

Rural vs. Urban:

The annual percentages of fe-
malesaged 18andolderlivingin
urban areaswho had had aPap
test inthe previousthreeyears
showed someincreasesbetween
1998 and 2002. Theannual per-
centagesforthoseinrural areas
haveasobeenincreasing. How-
ever, theannual percentagesfor
thoseinrurd areasremainedsome-
what lower thanfor thoseinur-
banareas.

Education:

Theannual percentagesfor fe-
malesaged 25 and older witha
high school educationandthose
withlessthanahigh school edu-
cation have shown someslight
increases. However, higher per-
centages occurred for each
higher educational level. Infact,
womenwith at | east some col-
lege education had achieved or
were close to achieving the
Healthy Peoplenational 2010
goal in 2001 and 2002.

Percent* Women 18+ With Pap Test in Past 3 Years
Total & Selected Demographics, Pennsylvania, 1998-2002

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998
All Females 18 + 84%  85% 84% 83% 83%
Whites** 18 + 84%  84% 84% 83% 83%
Blacks** 18+ 89% 91% 86% 89%  86%
Urban 18+ 85% 86% 85% 84%  82%
Rural 18+ 84%  82%  82% 80%  84%
< High School 25+ 75%  73%  72% 72%  78%
High School 25+ 84%  84% 84% 81% 80%

At least some college 25+ 88% 90% 87% 87% 88%

*age-adjusted to 2000 standard million U.S. population
**non-Hispanic

NOTE: Data for Hispanics are not reported due to unreliability (small numbers).

Percent* Women 18+ With Pap Test in Past 3 Years
Total and by Race, Pennsylvania, 1998-2002
100 100

Non-Hispanic Blacks

<Y N Y U, ly 2_0_19_(2(13_';_ 90
A/II Females
80 - 80

Non-Hispanic Whites

70 1 1 1 1 70
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2010
*age-adjusted to 2000 standard million U.S. population

By Rural and Urban, Pennsylvania, 1998-2002

100 100
90 4o o] H _P_2_O_19_an_l’ L 90
80 - Rural L 80
70 1 1 1 1 70

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2010

By Education Aged 25 +, Pennsylvania, 1998-2002
100 100

At least some college

HP 2010 Goal

90 A > 90

=" . High School
80+ = = 7 I 80
< High School
70 1 1 1 1 70

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2010

HP2010 State and County Data on the Web

ToaccesstheDepartment of Health'sweb pageof Healthy
People 2010 statistics for the state and counties, go to
www.health.state.pa.ug/stats. Thelatest availablestatistics
aswell astrend dataareshown. You can view datafor the
state, all counties, a specific demographic element (age,
sex, race, etc.) or just for aspecific county. Completedata
setsfor the state and counties can be downloaded. There
isalso alink to the national HP2010 web site.
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Statistical News is published bimonthly by the Bureau of Health Statistics and Research,

Pennsylvania Department of Health, 555 Walnut ., 6th Floor, Harrisburg, PA, 17101. Please
write, telephone (717-783-2548) or FAX (717-772-3258) usif you have any questionsregarding
the contents of this newsletter. Visit the Health Satistics section of the Department's web site at
www.health.state.pa.us/stats to access additional health statistics and reports.

The Department of Health is an equal opportunity provider of grants, contracts, services and
employment.

Click on the EpiQMS logo above to access our new interactive
health statistics web site.
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